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 I6a1an XXXIII. 6. 


4 NL D 2 2 nd K nowledge ſtall 
be the Stability of thy Times, and 
Strength of 8 The Fear of 
' rhe Lord 7s his Treaſure. : | 


N our Context we have an Account of the 
great Diſtreſs. and Danger Judah and Feru- 
alem ſhould be brought into for their Im- 
piety and Injuſtice, Behold their valiant Ones 
Hall cry without; thro' Grief and Fear be- 

cauſe of their invading Enemies — and tbe En- 

baſſadors of Peace ſhall weep bitterly; probably, be- 
cauſe of their great Degeneracy and Backſlidings 
from the holy Truths and kk of God. 


The 


2 An Election- Sermon. 


Fhe holy Prophet alſo ſpeaks of the great Con- 
ſternation the Sinners of Zion ſhould be bro't into, 
and how the Saints and Servants of the Lord ſhould 
pray to God for them, in ſuch a Day of Diſtreſs, in 
that Language, v. 2. O Lord be gracious to us, we 
have waited for thee, be thou their Arm every Morn- 
ing, our Salvation alſo in the Time of Trouble, 


And then we have an Account of the holy Secu- 
rity, they ſhould enjoy in the midſt of this Trouble, 
v. 15th and 16th. He that walketh righteonſly, and 
ſpeazeth uprightly, he that deſpiſeth the Gain of Op- 
preſſions, that ſhaketh his Hand from holding of 
Bribes, that floppeth his Ears from hearing of Blood, 
end ſhutteth his Eyes from ſeeing Evil, he ſhall dwell 
on high, his Place of Defence ſhall be the Munition 
of Rocks. 


The Prophet further ſpeaks of the Deſtruction of 


their Enemies, and God's appearing on the Behalf 


of his People, in which he would be greatly glort- 
fied, v. 5th. The Lord is exalted, for he dwelleth on 
high, he hath filled Zion with Fudgment and Righte- 
oufneſs ; and v. roth. Now will J riſe, ſaith the 
Lord, now will I be exalted ; and then ſpeaks of the 
happy Settlement of Jeruſalem, and the Jewiſb State 
upon this. Religion ſhould revive, and their civil 
State. flouriſh. 


This is evidently intimated in the Words of my 


Text, together with the following Context. 


Their pious King Hezekiah and his People were 
hereby encouraged with an Aſſurance, that the bleſ- 
ſed God ſhould be their Saviour and Refuge, in 
every Day of Trouble, 5 


Here's 
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Heeres 3 
me A gracdeus Promiſe of God for them to ſtay 


themſelves upon; Wiſdom and Knowledge ſball be 


the Stability of thy Times, and Strength of Salvation. 


Here's a deſireable End propos'd, fays an Ex- 
poſitor * on this Place, and that is the Stability of 
the Times; that Things be not diſturb'd and un- 
hing*d at Home; and the Strength of Salvation; 
Deliverance and Succeſs againſt Enemies abroad. 


And here $ theWay and Means for obtaining this 
End; Wiſdom and be not only Pie. bur 
Prudence. © 

And this it is which by the Blefling of God wil 
be the Stability of our Times, and the Strength of 
Salvation; that Wiſdom which is firſt pure, then 
peaceable, and which facrificeth private Intereſt to 
the public God. Such Prudence as this will eſta- 
blſh Truth and eve: ane foray the Bulwarks | in 
Defence of them. 5 


Here's, 

86 A pious Maxim of State; for the King and 
tix People to o govern themſelves by, The Fear of the 
Lord is bis Treafſure—God's Treaſure in the World, 
from which he receives his Tribute, or rather, it is 
the Prince's Treaſure. A good Prince accounts it 


io, that Wiſdom i is better than Gold, and he ſhall 
find'! N 


And then obſerves, that true Religion ĩs the beſt 


Treaſure of -y Prince, or r People z It denommjnates 
them rich. 


* Mr, Henry, 


I 1 
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Be ſure, thoſe Places that have wiſe and good 
Rulers, able and faithful Miniſters, ſerious and pious 
People, encreaſing among them, are really rich, 
and it contributes to that which makes a Nation rich 
in this World. Ir is therefore moſt certainly the 
Intereſt of a People to encourage and ſupport Reli- 


gion among them, and to take Neal of GARY 7 IG | 


that threatens to hinder it. 


The Words I beve read amy be lockꝰd upon as 2 
remarkable gracious Prophecy, concerning the Peace 
and Proſperity of the Church and People of God, 


not only under the happy Reign and Government 


of this excellent King, but in future ſucceeding Ages, 


with reſpect both to their civil and religious Inte- 
reſts: And if it might be fulfilled in the Age and 


Day in which we live, we ſhall certainly fee better 
Times than we have done in the Times and Years 
wherein we have ſeen 10 much Evil, for which be 


Embaſſadors of Peace, and many faithful Servants of 


the Lord, have had cauſe to weep bit terly. 
In ſpeaking to theſe Words, { ſhall enquire, 


| I. What may bis: more particularly meant by 
the ſeveral Phraſes, or 8 in the 
Text: 3 | 


> Hah And then, 

TI. Shew of what Advantage it "a he to 
the Church and People of God, to have theſe 
Words fulfilled in our Times: Fa; 


And then make fone Application of the Sub- 
A 


— 


_ 


To ww 


! 
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I am, 

1. To ſhew what may be more particularly 
meant or imply*d in the ſeveral Phraſes orEx- 
preſſions in the Text. 


And, 

Firſt, What by Wiſdom and Knowledge ? 

It may mean Knowledge and Wiſdom both hu- 
mane and divine; and that comes from above, 
from the Father of Lights, the inexhauſtible Foun- 
tain of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, in whom are 
hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge. 
That Wiſdom that dwells with Prudence, and 
that ſhall be profitable to direct in all Matters of 
Importance, with reſpect to outward and tempo- 
ral, civil or eccleſiaſtical Affairs, in which the pub- 
lick Welfare is concern*d; and more eſpecially 
with reſpect to that Knowledg e and Wydom that 
is divine and heavenly, 9 82 4 makes Men of all 
Orders, and in every Station, Wiſe for their ſpiri- 
tual and eternal Intereſts ; ſo that they know God 
and Jeſus Chriſt, whom to know is Life eternal. 


An infinitely wiſe and gracious God is pleas'd to 
accompany with his Bleſſing the Means of a reli- 
gious and learned Education, for the qualifying 
and accompliſhing Men for the Service of God, 
and their Generation, in various Offices and Stati- 
ons, in which they may be inſtrumental of promo- 
ting the publick Good, in a greater or leſſer Sphere, 
3 God in his Providence ſhall call, incline, and 
diſpoſe them to it. 


And all theſe Talents, Advantages and Qualifi- 
ations ſhall be bro't under a ſolemn Conſecration 
2 5 5 | to 
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to the God of all their Powers, and ſovereign Lord 
and Ruler of Heaven and Earth, Who giveth Wiſ- ( 
dom to the N. iſe, and Knowledge to them that know | ; 
Underſtanding. - 
) 

I proceed to ſhew in the next Place, What 
may be meant by Wiſdom and Knowledge being te 
Stability of the Times. And now; This may im- f 
-. Ply ia it, a People's being g difinguihingl favour'd ll '* 
of God, under the Reign of a King whoſe Throne l 
ſhall be eſtabliſn'd on the ſure Foundations of * 
Wiſdom and Juſtice; and under the Adminiſtra- 50 
tion of wiſe and good Rulers, in ſubordinate Pla- © 


ces of Authotity, both in Church and State, who 
ſhall improve their Wiſdom and Knowledge for the 
Advancement of the Honour and Glory of God, 
and the beſt Good of their People, that they may e 
ſerve the Lord and their Generation, according to © 
the Will of God 1 in their ſeveral Places and Stations. 74 


More particularly; 4 
That Magiftrates and Rulers are Men knowing at 
in the Times; Men of Political Wiſdom; Men ot 


Knowledge and Prudence, able to diſcern Tine and the 
Judgment; wiſe Men and Underſtanding, and known Ir : 
among their Tribes, and Men of extenſive Know- of. 
ledge, and capable of judging what may be moſt I} % 
2 1 80 to promote the publick Weal in all Ref 


pects; are Men of a Genius for Government, and 
able to judge what Laws may be beſt enacted for 
promoting the civil and religious Intereſts of ther 
People, and for ſuppreſſing all Sin and Wickednel, 
that threatens the Ruin of a People in all their Inte. 
reſts; are 5K of Wiſdom to ſearch 1 into Matters to 


be confide 


by them, that they may judge 0! 
which 
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which ſide Truth and Juſtice hes, and have a Diſ- 
cretion and Aptneſs t6 apply the Knowledge they 
have to the Ends of Gevernment, and to the Na- 
ture and Circumſtances of thoſe Things that are 
6oght under their Conſideration. —o 


And are Men, of Courege and Reſolution, not a- 
fraid of the Faces of Men; and are juſt and upright, 
impartially diſtributing Juſtice to others, and have a 
ſteady conſtant Care and Zeal to promote Juſtice 
and Righteouſneſs among Men; and are a Terror 
to evil doers, and a p 


J a Praiſe $0 ſuch as do, well, and 
exemplary for every Thing that is virtuous and 


- " 
: £ 
* 


And are indeed truly pious and godly, which in- 
troduceth a divine. Bleſſing on other Qualifications, 
and adds a Luſtre and Beauty to them all; for the 
pureſt Politicks (as an able excellent Ruler andDivine 
of our own ſays) are but p, Traſh, unleſs they 
have this Seaſoning. It is this that influences and 
Actuates the Principles of moral Honeſty and Juſtice. 


It is this that muſt ſtrengthen the Hearts, and rouſe 


the Courage of Rulers, againſt the moſt daring 
Tranſgreſſors. It was therefore excellent Counſel 
of Fethro to Moſes, + Thou ſhalt provide out of all 
the People able Men, ſuch as feer God, and place 


uch over them to be Rulers. 


Such was this godly King Hezekiah, and a {ing} 
lar Pattern he was of a tender Concern for Religion, 
and the Miniſters of it, to the Honour of whole 
Memory it is recorded, that hz ſpake comfortably 


T-Exod. 18. 21. | 
. „ | 79 
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70 all the Levites, that taught the good Knowledge 
of the Lord, || and took effectual Care that the Por- 
tion of Maintenance aſſign'd them by the Law of 


God, ſhould be rendered to them, that they might il 


be encouraged in the Work of the Lord. 


And thoſe who follow his Example, will in their 
Day contribute to the Stabzlity of the Times. 


Agam ;, +. 555 


That the Miniſters of the ever laſting Goſpel, ere | 


Men of Knowledge and Underſtanding; Paſtors after 
God's own Heart ; to whom God gives the Tongue 
of the learned, to know how to ſpeak a Word in 
Seaſon to them that are weary, are Scribes well in- 
ſtructed in the Doctrines and Duties of pure and 
undefiled Religion, and wiſe to win Souls, are en- 
_ dow'd with proper Gifts and Qualifications for the 
Diſcharge of 'the great Truſt repoſed in them, and 
have brought them under a ſacred Dedication to the 
Service of their Lord and Maſter, and are willing 
to ſpend and be ſpent in the Service of Chriſt and 
precious Souls, eſpecially thoſe committed to their 
more immediate Inſpection and Charge, tho' the 
more abundantly they love them, the leſs they 
hould be loved. F Oy nu 


They will faithfully declare the whole Counſel of 
the Lord, whether Men will hear, or whether they 
will forbear; will cry aloud, and not ſpare, but lift 
ap their Voice like a Trumpet, to ſhew to the 
People their Tranſgreſſion, and the Houſe of Jacob 
their Sins. | 


||: 2 Chr. 30, 22. and Ch., 31. 4. by 
: They 


e „„ LAW 
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They will plainly ſnew to Men the Way of Salva- 
ton preſcribed in the Goſpel, and in Meekneſs in- 
ſtruct thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, if God perad- 
venture will give them Repentance, to the acknow- 
ledging of the Truth, and that they may recover 
themſelves out of the Snare of the Devil, who have 
been taken Captive by him at his Will. They will 
give no juſt Cauſe of Offence in any Thing that the 
Miniſtry may not be blamed on their Account. 
And if they ſhould be reviled, they will revile not 
again, if they ſhauld ſuffer, they will threaten not, 
but commit themſelves to that God that judgeth 
righteouſly ; and endure all Afflictions and Tryals 
as good Soldiers of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as know- 
ing that if they are faithful to the Death, rg ſhall 


recave the Crown, of Life. 


Lt "Aint: * 

That the common e are wall inſtructed, 8 
evidently under the good Impreſſions of a religious 
Education, and deſirous of living quiet and peace- 
able Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty; that they 
may obey the Laws of God, and the Laws of their 
Rulers, if not repugnant to the Laws of God. 


That they are, in a Word, a reformed, righteous 
and godly People, ſteadfaſtly adhereing to the holy 
Truths and Ways of God, and are adding to their 
Faith, Virtue, to Virtue, Knowledge, to Knowledge, 
Temperance, Patience, Godlineſs, Brotherly-kind- 
neſs and Charity. And being wiſe and endued with 
Knewledge, do ſhew out of a good Converſation 
their Works with Meekneſs of Wiſdom ; and do 
nothing thro? Strife or vain Glory, but every Thing 
in lowlineſs of Mind, eſteeming others better than 

tnem- 
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themſelves, and will let their Moderation be kndwn 
to all Men; and all Bitterneſs and Wrath, Anger, 
Clamour and Evil-ſpeaking ſhall be put far away 
and they will put on as becomes the Elect of 

Bowels of Mercies, Kindneſs, humbleneſs of Mind, 
Meekneſs, Long: ſuffering, Forbearance and For: 
giveneſs towards others; if they have a Quarrel a: 
Sainſt any, and follow after the Things that make 
for Love and Peace, and Things wherewith they 


may edify, ſtrengthen and comfort one another, that 


they may live in Love and Peace. And tho! they 
may have a Diverfity of Opinion and Judgment in 
Matters not effential and fundamental, are notwith- 


ftanding reſolved, by the Help of God, to maintain | 


the Unity of the Spirit in the Bonds of Peace, and 
to guard againſt all Alienations of Heart one from 
another, and be ever willing to do all kind and good 
Offices for one another, as have Abihty and 
Opportunity for it. : 


And having thus ſhewn wha may be meant by 
Wiſdom and Knowledge being the Stability of the 
Times ; I paſs to confider the next Expreſſion, of 
Wiſdom and Kiiowledge being the Nr of Salva- 


ton. 


It may im * in it, That this will 1 a happy 


Foundation for obtaining from an infinitely wife and 
gractous God, all that Mercy and Salvation we wy 
ſtand in need of as a People. 


That the Lord will ride upon the Heavens for 
dur Help, and in his Excellency upon the Skies; 
That he will ſtir up his Strength and come and ſave 


us: that he will ſcatter all impending, dark and 
threatning 


» wy — 


Py wr on om a -+ 
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threatning Clouds, by the Light of his Counten ance z 
that Salvation ſhall be nigh to us, and Glory. yet 
well in the — 


That he will FROM out © his Spe on our Rulers 


Miniſters andChurches, and revive his Work in the 
__ of the TY and in Wrath remember Mercy. 


That c our. Times ſhall his Times of 3 more gene- 
*Y thoro* Repentance, and Reformation of all 
God-provoking Evils; and God will then faye 
us from our Sins, and deſolating Judgments, and 
yet delight to build and to plant us, and not t9 
nec us up, and n us down. Es 


That FRY hin may give us the Bread of Ad- 
en and the Water of Affliction, our Eyes ſhall 
yet ſee our Teachers, that they ſhall not be remo- 
vedinto- Corners, nor our Candleſticks be removed 


out of their Places, and we ſhall not be in vain 


wiſhing for the Days of the Son of Man. 


lt may imply in it, That the Name of the Lord 
is our ſtrong Tower, and that we ſhall flee to it 
and be fafe ; that we may put our Truſt in God, 
as the Hope of his Iſrael, and their Saviour and 
Strength in every Day of Trouble; and that we 
ſhall de hid under the Shadow of his Wings until 
theſe Calamities ſhall be over- paſt, and ſhall finally 
obtain Salvation with eternal Glory in the coming 


World. 


K bend to conſider briefly, the other and laſt 


Expreſſion, of the Fear of the 188 being bis 
Trcaſure. | 7 
G t 
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It may, in a Word, mean the Lord's giving to 
Kings and Rulers a Heart to fear lim: And their 
chief Treaſure and Delight, as an Expoſitor! ſays 
on this Place, is, and hall be in promoting the 
Fear and Worſhip of God, which ſhall be a great 


Honour and a RE to theinlolyes ane n 


It may mean, That the Loki as wro't in their 
Hearts, a reverential holy Fear of Him, ſo that 
they ſet the Lord always before them, and ſtand 
in awe of him, as' the: ſupreme, almighty Ruler 


and Governor among the Nations, and as one con- 


tinnally looking down from Heaven upon them, 
to ſee how they ſeek and ſerve him, and diſcharge 
the various Duties incumbent on them, in their 
ſeveral Places and Stations; and hence are ſollici- 
tous to keep a Conſcience void of /Offence towards 
God and Men, in all their Adminiſtrations, - and to 
have the Teſtimony of their Conſciences for them, 
that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity dne have 


their Converſation in the World, 


And this 1s an inexpreſſible Support and Conſo- 
lation to them, in their Various 2 and Stations. 


No worldly Treaſure. 1s & near + and dear as this; 
they prefer their Intereſt in the Approbation and 
Favor of God, to- all the Honors, Riches and 
Pleaſures of this World. Tee 


They eſteem it much better to get Wiſdom 
than Gold, and to get Underſtanding, rather to be 
choſen than Silver. They love the Commandments 
of God above Gold; and make the Word of God 
the Man of their Counſel, a Light to their vey 
an 


nec 
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and a Lamp to their Paths. And all their Tem- 

rs and Behaviors in every Station and Condition 
of Life, are under the Government of Fa, Nl 
Fahre, ruling in their Hearts. 


And now I proceed to the lane rn Head 
of my Diſcourſe. 
i II. To ſhew of what Advantage it would be to 
the Church, and People of God, to ſee the Ac- 
 comphlſhment of this Prophecy i in our Times? 1 


1 certain nothing could conduce more to keep 
off wafting Judgments, . and to promote the public 
Weal 5 Tranquility of a People, both in their 
civil, and religious Intereſts, than to be endow'd 
with this Wiſdom, Knowledge, and the Fear of 
God. This would bring on that Stability of the 
Times, and K of Salvation, we ſo much need 
at this Day. 


And here I. ſhall only ſay, 
1. It would be a happy. Means, of Werd threat- 
„ned Judgments. 


And, | 
2. Of procuring all ER! Mercies and Blellings 


5 77 aol be a Parry. Means of. auerting threat- 
ned Fudgments. 


It is the want of this Wiſdom, Knowledge, and 
Fear of the Lord, that provokes a holy and 
righteous God to ſend down his Judgments on us. 


were 


0 it was with his profeſſing People of old, who 
. . 
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were called on + to hear the Word of the Lord, 
who had a Controverſy with the Inhabitants of the 


Land, becaufe there was no Truth, nor Mercy, 


nor Knowledge of God ; but Swearing, and Lying, 
and Stealing, and committing Adultery, and other 


femdalous Aaiquities abounding in the midſt of 


them; and therefore the Prophet ſays, The Land 
ſhall mourn, and every One that dwelleth therein 


ſhall languiſh, and Deſtruction be bro't upon them 


for lack of Knowledge. Becauſe they had rejected 
uocdledge, God wou'd alſo reject them. They 


had forgotten the Law of their God, and he er 


allo forget their Children: And becauſe they ſin- 
ned againſt him, as they were increaſed, therefore 
he wou'd change their Glory into Shame : ; puniſh 


them for their Way 8, and Frag. them their Do- 


in ins.” 


The Prophet Jaiab ſays, concerning this Peo- 
ple, * None calleth for Juſtice, nor any pleadeth 
tor Truth, they conceive Miſchief, and bring forth 


liquity, and there is no Judgment i in their Go- 


ings, they had made them crooked Paths, and by 
going therein ſhould not know Peace; and there- 
tore Judgment would be far from them, neither 
ſhould Juſtice overtake them; they waited for 
Light, but behold Obſcurity, for Brightneſs, but 
they. \ walked in Darkneſs : Though they lookec 
for Tudgment there was none, and for Salvation, 
but it was far from them. N 


And what now was the Cadſe Of all this !— 
Their Tranſgr 25 0s were inp! ya, 50 tler 


Ny - Toſca, Ch 4˙¹* * 2 5b. 1Quit! 
5 Iniquities 


Fee 


tles 
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Iniquities teſtify'd againſt them, in tranſgreſlſing 
and lying againſt the Lord, and departing away 
from their God, ſpeaking Oppreſſion and Revolt. 
conceiving and uttering from che Heart, Words of 


Falſhood ; and Judgment was turned away back- 
ward, ind Juſtice ſtood afar off; Truth was fal- 
len in the Street, and Equity could not enter; and 


the Lord ſaw it, and it diſpleaſed him that there 


was no Judgment, and ſo the Wrath of God came 


down upon them. God has expreſly declar'd in 
his Word, that if his People will not be reformed, 
but- walk contrary to him, he will walls contrary 


unto them, and puniſh them yet ſeven Ades. 


more for their Sins. 


4 


pentance, and returning to the Lord, he will have 


Mercy on us, and not bring threatned diſtreſſing 
Calamities upon us; that we ſhall be deliver'd from. 
Earthquakes and Wars, Famine and Peſtitence, 


and every other deſolating Judgment, and the 
Lord would repent him of what further Evil ha 
had thought to do unto us. 


Again, oe; 1 


2. It wou'd be a happy Means of p cu 
all needed Mercies and Bleſſings. 


God has in his Word abundeatly encourage 
the Beſtowment of ſuch Bleſſings, if we org 2 
righteous and godly People. 


We might then hope tor God's. graci nm Pe: 


ience with his People ; that his F. ye would be on 


them for good contuually ; thar wy would appoint 
e ee Salvation 


But what ates have we to fear the 
Lord, and obey his Voice; and that upon our Re- 
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Salvation for Walls and Bulwarks, as he did about 


Zion; and command Deliverance and Salvation for 


them in Times of Fear and Danger, and blaſt the 


Attempts of their invading Enemies, by marvellous 
Inter pofitions of Providence, as in Times paſt. 


And when their Ways pleaſe the Lord, wil 


cauſe their Enemies to be at Peace with them, and 


their Peace ſhould be as a River, and their Righ- 
teouſneſs, as the Waves of the Sea. 26 


And the Throne ſhall be eſtbliſhed by Righ- 


teoufneſs, and that Righteouſneſs abound, that ſhall 
exalt his People; and we ſhall feel the kappy In- 
fluence of it, in all Orders and Societies of Men. 


Our Civil Rullers would be then Miniſters of God 


for Good; Featers of God, Men of Fruth, and 
Haters of Covetouſneſs; zealous in diſcountenan- 
cing all Immorality, Sin and Wiekedneſs, and 
Fre Piety and Virtue, Peace and good Order. 


We ſhould have our Judges reltored, as at the 
Arlt, and our Counſellors as at the Beginning. We 


might then hope for a happy Union in their Coun- 
ſels, for promoting the publick Tranquility ; that 
Judgment ſhould run down our Streets as Water 


and Righteouſneſs as a mighty Stream, have it's 


free Courſe and due Exerciſe among us; that our 
Officers ſhould be Peace, and Exactors Righteoul- 
neſs ; and the Cry of Unrighteouſneſs, Opprethon 
and Extortion be no longer heard in the Land. 


And Things ſhou'd yet go well in the midſt of 
And 


US, 


SW AS Q as .. 


U [ 
th 
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And we ſhould be ſchilecfon in. our eccleſiaſtical 
ad religious" ds, Well. as civil Affairs; and the 
Land be alwayb favobr'd with a learned, ortho- 

dox, pious and faithful Mimiſtry ; and the Churches 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt have Grace, Mercy and 
Peace multiply'd to them, and be Houniſhing under 
the Dews-of Heaven; be ay well-water'd Gardens 
and fruicful Fields, which the Lord has bleſſed; 
and be increaſed with the \ Increaſes of God]; filled 
with true and genuine Converts, and Converts: with 
n ME Peaee and Joy in the FolyGhoſt. 


And the FO of Education ſhou' d be temzrk- 
ably ſrnileci on; Scoots of Learning always duly 
promoted and encouraged, for the Inſtruction and 
Government of our Chilcrefr and Youth ; and 
the College continued a great and rich Bleſſing to 
the Land; à Fountain whoſe Streams ſhall re- 
joice and make glad the City and People of God; 
and from whence our Churches ſhall be ſopplyd 
with able and faithful Paſtors, to feed them with 
Knowledge and Underſtanding, and to break the 
Bread of "Like anto them. 


In a Word, If Wiſdom and Knowledge might 
be the Stability of our Times, and Strength "of 
Salvation, and the Fear of the Lord our Treaſure, 
we might hope that our Priviledges, religious and 
civil, ſhouid- be contipued,, and tranſmitted as a. 
valuable Inheritance to the lateſt Poſterity. 


-And God, even our own-God, would maintain 
dur Cauſe, as the Matter might require Mand raiſe 
up Friends and Benefactors for us; and diſappoint 
the Devices and Deſigns of thoſe that with us 5 

An 
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And we ſhould yet find Favour before the King 
and his Minifters,. and the Agency for us be always 
under his gracious Conduct and Direction, and 
the Things which belong to our Peace not be 
hid from them who are intruſted with our Counſels. 


- Such Bleſſings both of the Providence and Grace 
of God, have we Reaſon to hope for, if the Pro- 
phecy in my Text ſhould be fulfill'd, and we ſhould 
become a wiſe, righteous and holy People. Such 
Righteouſneſs wou'd ſoon exalt a People, we are 
aſſur'd from the Word of God, while Sin will be 
a Reproach to'us, and bring down the Judgments 
of Heaven on us: So that we may now apprehend 


ſomething of the Advantage, it would be to the 


Church and People of God, to ſee the Accompliſh- 


ment of this Prophecy, as it would be a happy 


Means of averting threatned Judgments, and pro- 
curing many deſirable needed Favours and Bleſſings 
from the Father of 3 and God of all Wit- 
com. and Grace. 


I now come to the 
e Bok be 8 ILOLY» 
And, 


1. We may from what we * heard learn, 
the Reaſon why our Times have been, and are jo 


melancholy at this Day. 
It is becauſe Wiſdom and Knowledge have not 


been the Stability of the Times; the Fear of the 


Lord has not been our Treaſure. | 


Multitudes 


& 
5 
d 
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M.ultitudes have been and are deſtitute of the 
Wiſdom that is from above, that is firſt Pure, then 
Peaceable, Gentle and eaſy to be intreated, and that 
is full of good F ruits, without Partiality, and with- 
out Hypocriſy. They may ' be. wiſe in their own 
Eyes, and prudent in their own Sight, but not 

truly wiſe according to the Senſe that has been 
given of the Wiſdom and Knowledge . of 


in my Text. 


They are poorly qualify'd for the Service, of 
God, and their Generation, according to the Will 
of God, in every. Station and Condition of Life. 


How many are wiſe to do Evil, but to do Good 
have no Knowledge ? There's no Fear of God in 
their Hearts, or before their Eyes ; they caſt off 
Fear, and reſtrain Prayer before the Lord, and 
will not ſtir up themſelves to take hold of God ; 
are awfully indolent, ſlothful and careleſs about en- 
gaging in the Fear and Service of God, and will 
not hear his Voice by his Word or Judgments. : 


nd while it is thus with the Generality of God's 
Covenant profeſſing People, we may not look for 
better Times; but may fear the Infliction of more 
diſtreſſing Judgments, if we remain an impenitent 
and incorrigible People, refuſing to be reformed. 


I paſs to a 2 Uſe. 


2. Let us be thankful for any Tokens we eve 
of the Lord's gracious Preſence with us. 


©. 2008 Tho' 
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Tho' it be fill in many Refpe qs. a Day of 
Ttouble and Niſtreſs, a Day of, Darkneſs and Glos. 
mimſs, a Day: af Cluuds and thick. Dar kneſs, yet, 


Pleffefl be. God, we are not without ſome conforta- | 


ble Fakens that the Perd is yet among us, and 

2 not unerly forſaken ine 

10 We have our Peivitedges; religious. 40 civil, 
yet continued to us, and have Reaſon for Thank- 
fulneſs to God for the Smiles of his Providence on 
us, with reſpect to fuch as are now in Civil Rule 
over us. In a particular manner: for lengthning 


out the Life of our gracious EINS, after ſo many 


repeated ſorrowful Breaches on his Roval. Fami- 
I, /and: fo far ſucceeding his Admiailtrations for 
ts LR out the Peace and Tranquility of Europe 


aAoth that We hive: yet among Us wiſe. and good 
:Rulers, ſuch we truſt who fear: God, and. eſpouſe 
the Cauſe and Intereſt of his Kingdom and Glory 
among us; and are, according to their Abilities 
and Opportunities, Jaying themſelves out for pro- 
moting the publick Weal and Tranquility of this 
e e in their moſt valuable Intereſts. 


Wie have Ry of Thenkſulgeſs alſo, that we 
are yet favour'd with a learned, uſeful- and faith- 
ful Miiniſtry, who haye at Heart the Advancement 
of the Honour and Glory of God, and the Salva- 
tion of precious Souls, committed to their Charge, 
and not being ignorant vf: Satan's Devices are care- 
fully guarding againſt them; eſpecially when he 
is by divine Permiſi on transformed into an Angel 
of Light, and endeavouring to propagate a Spirit 


of E Ft br ifiaſm, Error and Deluſion ; are then doing 
Ms their 
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in Tudgmtit, and Diſorders in PraZice ; and that 


-”y 41,4 + 


tures. 


And we thou'd be thankful, that there are yet 

| 2 happy. Number of Churches, walking in the Faith 
and Order of the Goſpel, and many Eichful Sia | 
and Servants of the Lord, Whole Hearts, are eſta- 
vliſh'd with the Grace of God,” and nat. carried 
about with divers and ſtrange Doctrines, and are 
walking. before God in all his Commandments and 
Ordinances blameleſs; are meck, bumble, Tincere- 
Diſciples and Followers py the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
adorning their holy Profeſſion, by a ſober, fighte- 
ous and godly Life and Converſation ; do indeed 
fear God, and honor the King, and render to Cæſar 
the. Things which are Ceſar's s and to God, the 
Things which are God's; are Lovers of Peace 
and good Order, praying, for Kings and all in Au- 
thority, and living quiet arid peaceable Lives in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty. | 7 


Sa, FTA 4 


"Theſe are Inſtances and Tokens of the Grace and 
e WW favour of God, which we ſhould be humbly thank- 
du for. And may we have further Cauſe to be 
c Mo; and may God in his infinite Mercy, prevent 
„dle riſing Generation from cheriſhing and encoura- 
- Wing an ignorant, unlearned and unqualify'd Mi- 
-- Woiktry, however it may be with reſpeft ro many of 
e che preſent Generation riſen up. 


it WM May all uſeful humane Learning be more encou- 
1s M22 d and promoted inthe midſt of us; for Religion, 
W D (as 
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learned: and faithful 
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(as an excellent Divine, not long fince; aid, in a 

Sermon on ſuch an Occaſion as this ) Will ſoon De- 

cay without Learning, and even die, without a 
Midittty, . 


But 1 re toithe Ao {af . | 


I Fa TP 


Sr 
w.4 


YT zmes, and Stren ooh, Abele, id wy Fear / 
The Tord our T: he, K 
oy would 8805 bring this Eiben to. our Gi 
Rulers to the Lord's Embaſſadors'; and to the 
Tg ; and ſo conclude. 85 | | 
8 And in the firſt Pace, 8 
TT Wil all due Deftrence' and Nasa to your 
Hovoux, who with the Honourable Board, have 


r N - * >» + 


a 


deſit'd me, (however unworthy ) to bring the 


Meſſages of Gad to 7%, 12 and the Aendb, this Day, 
. 


We rejoice in the over-ruling Providence of God 
in your. preſent Advancement to the chief Seat of 
Government among us; and we truſt He has done 


it in Favour to this People ; ; who, I am perſwa- 
ded, ate near and dear to you, and that you find a 


fincere Diſpoſition and _Tridlination of Heart to pro- 
mote the moſt valuable Intereſts of this People, 


which you have now an Opportunity for; and will 


we truſt, by the Grace of God helping you, dil 


ently. and faithfully improve, to anſwer the great 


and good Ends of civil Rule and Governmen, 
e 


S D —. -. — © Fog = = — 


if 
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We therefore heartily wiſh and pray, That you 
may haye given, and increaſed to you, the Spirit 
of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the Spirit of Coun- 
ſe] and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and the 
Fear of the Lord; and may have all that Wiſdom 
and Grace that may be needful to Conduct the 
publick Affairs in ſuch a manner, as ſhall yield 
oor Reflections to you in the cloſe of your 
Adminiſtration : z. when having ruled with God as 
Hezekiah did, you may with him reflect and ſay, 
Remember now, O Lord, how I have walked before 
thee-in Truth, and with a perfe# Heart, and have 
done that which is good in thy Sight +. And may 
humbly. plead with God, as another pious Ruler 
did, Think upon me, my God for good, afcording 
7% all that J have done for this People.“ 


G Such a 1 of your Integrity, and ge- 
nerous diffuſive Benevolence, will give you Peace 
and Comfort alſo, in an advanced Age, — in the 


Cloſe of your Days, — and even everlaſting Con- 


Wanne and Joy, beyond Death and the Grave. 


N Lond me in the next Place Addreſ this Exhor- 


Bon! 
4 To the toc th Majeſty's 8 e 
aud honorable Houſe of REPRESENTATIVES, now 
allem bled in the Houſe of Gop. 


* my 2 ords, 2 ye wiſe Men, and give Ear 


a0 me, 10 that have Hanke | 


n 2 Kings 30. 3 Neha: 6. 19. job 34. 2. 


r 2 | H2 | Be 


Be now exten my worthy Brethren, to do 
what in you lies, that Wiſdom and Knowledge 
may be the Stability of the Times, and Strength 


of Salvation, and the TE of the Lord our Trea- | 


ſure. 


This has been, Itroſt, and will Wh your . 


to the God of all Wiſtom, from whom comes 
down every good and perfect Gift. 185 


Tou know it was the Prayer of a wiſe and ex- | 
cellent Ruler; Give me now Wiſdom and Row. 
Iedpe ; that TI may- go out and come in before this 


People : And God ſaid unto him, Wiſdom and Knows- 
ledge is given unjo thee *.. And he prayed again +, 


Give thy Servant an Underſtanding Heart, that I} 


may diſcern between good and bad : And the Speech 


pleaſed the Lord; and Gbd'ſaid' unto bim, becauſe 
thou haſt aſtel + this T hing, I have given thee awiſe 


and an underſtanding Hart. 


And if you, our gun Nu "WAY ſuck an 
Heart given to you, it will be evident to your own Bl 


Satisfaction and Comfort, and- others alſo, in your 
wiſe and faithful Improvement of the Priviledge 


granted yau, , by the Royal MY in the Elections 


of this Day. 


* * 4 : 


You will have your /pfearts and! Peri employ'd 
in the Choice of thoſe, whom you verily believe 


will be able and: faithful Councellors; Men of | 


Knowledge and Diſcerning, acquainted with the State 
and Intereſts of their Country, and a well- 


* 2 N „„ Kings 3. 9, 16. | 
affected 
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affected to it, as well as loyal to their Kw. Men 
of Integrity, of known Virtue and Piety, Courage 
auck Reſolution, and ſteady Friends to our civil 
and religious Priviledges; wad that will eonduct 
in or poſitical Affairs under the Government of a 
publick Spirit, and a generous dif: intereftec View 
to thie publick Good. 


Tf Wiſdom, Knowledge and Ge Fear of God; 
xe ſo neceſſary to the Stability of the Times, 26f 
{ach Qualifications fb requifite in civil Rulers; let 
the Conſideration of it have a governing Intuence 
on your Hearts, i in the publick Tranlactions of this 
Day, that you may herein approve your felves 80 
an omniſcient Goy, who will accurately and erifi- 
ally obſerve. fram what Principles, and with what 
Views you ſhall act in this important Affair. 


Fou have been, I truſt, looking out, for the 
molt able, wiſe and underſtanding among out 
Tribes, and thoſe eſpecially who Fear the Lord 

For it cannot be rationally” tho't, (as an able Di- 
vine and Ruler once ſaid in a Sermon om the like 
Occaſion,) that fuch as have not the Fear of God 
ruling in their own Hearts, are qualify*d as they 
ought. to be, for the weighty Charge of Govern- 
ment. | | 


It is therefore greatly to be defir'& and: endes 
vour'd by ſuch as have the Liberty and Favour 
of chuſing ſuch an Order of Men, that thoſe be 
will not have God to rule in their own Hearts, 
ſhou'd have as little es may be to do, in the ruling 
his People. 3 

Lou 
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Tou have had, my honour'd Fathers and Bre- 
tbren, many ſeaſonable and faithful Counſels given 
you. on. ſuch a Day as this, in the Name and Fear 
of the Lord, by his faithful Servants; and ] truſt 
you have had them ſo impreſs'd on your Minds, 
as that you will in the Fear of God proceed in the 
important Affair before you, which ſo near ly con- 
cerns the Peace, Proſperity and Happineſs of the 
People of God among whom you live; and 
that we ſhall have abundant Cauſe of Rejoicing, in 
the Proſpect, that Wiſdom and Knowledge ſhall yet 
be the Stability of our Times, and Strength 
Salvation, and the Fear of the Lord our Treaſure, 


and ſo the Lord be exalted, 1 our Zion e with | 


Rieke Heft. 


And. if you do this Day kachtelly chene 
the Truſt repoſed in you, you will have the in- 


ele, Satisfaction and Comfort of contributing 


9 it. 


I ſhall 3 my Addreſ to our honoured FT MAR 


| with an Extra 2 ſome | ſeaſonable] Paſſages 


concerning the Qualifications of a good Senator, or 
Repreſentative of his Country, deſcribed by an ex- 


cellent Writer, ſo early as in the Reign of King 


Enwarp the VI th, in a Diſcourſe on the Accom- 
pliſbed Senator *; and well worthy of a great At- 
tention and Regard, on ſuch a Day as this. 


\\The Qualifications are enumerated and deſcribed 
by him in 1 the following Manner. 


In the 14th Vol. of the | Republick of Letters, for September, 
+734 | 
64 Before 
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Be « Before che reed ns can bo ene ohly 
4 accom pliſhed; he muſt be well acquainted ' with 
the Cuſtoms of his own Country, and the Man- 
e ners of his Country-men, their Tempers, Diſpo- 
« fition and general Behaviour, their Sentiments 
« and Opinions concerning the preſent Poſture of 
« Affairs, and all the remarkable Occurrences and 
” * Dallages. of 1 on Life. 


« He mul thoro'ly e the Lays of Ins 
ov n Country: He muſt be well acquainted with 


the true Nature of War and Peace; what Quar- 


A 


. 


rels and Enmities his People are engaged i in; and 
* what Leagues and Treaties are ſubſiſting between 
« them and: their Neighbours; what Taxes are al- 
ready impoſed on the Sub ect, or neceſſary ta be 
„ demanded ; what the Rights of the People are ; 
« and what the Proceedings of the Miniſtry ; what 
« Diſcipline is obſerved; or in what Manner the 
© Laws are executed; what are the Diſpoſitions of 
the Populace, and how at preſent they ſtand. af- 
&* fected ; what are their Diſcontents or Differences; 
and how they are to be allay'd and pacify'd; 
« what is the preſent State of Morality ; how the 
*© Youth of his Country are educated and employ'd; 
* what Principles, Cuſtoms and Rules of Confor- 
*'mity are neceſſary to be introduc'd to. moralize a 
“People; and what is the preſent State of Religi - 
on, or the public Worthip of God. 5 


Nor muſt he be ignorant of tſie Genius, Laws, 
* Manners, Intereſts, Rights and Demands of his 
Countries, Allies and Confederates. - 


* He 
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c He muſt be no Stranger to the Reaſons and 
*' Ends of Government, not te: the Proceedings of 
#21] the Court of Nees er public A 


ris NF cf, 


. He fonald know what daily occurs in the Ad. 
£5; :akiifirations: what are the Characters of thoſe he 
is principally concerned with, ; and what are the 
“0 Deſires aum Expectations of his F low Sue. 


Thus ought he to abound d with Wiſdom, Kew. | - 
1 * Jedge; aud Experience. fr re 


1: His Reſolution ſhould, be + xd in all Thing * 
50 e think and act atigher 


Ms He thould Sloth to be 1 and ſervilely 
9? ener of: [the ee or De of others. 


8 He ſhould never lock uponany Thing as juſt 15 
„ and right, worthy of Praiſe and agreable to his 
ben ne e toy” Wi. 

dom and Virtue, by ſound Reaſons ® and the 1 xx 

8 of this Countyy: 1 * 


A Senator oui allo know perfectly the Na- 
0 ture, Limitation, and Extent of the KinglyAutho- Wl * 
< rity. Kings were made, not for their own, but 5 
«their People's Sake, and ſhould in all their Coun- I © 
« ſels and Undertakings prefer the common to any Ml © 
wy private Or ſeperate Intereſt whatlaever. ES 8 


The great Deſign of their Goverameat is, chat il © 


ce the Rights and Liberties of cheir cpp n be i 
« preſerved. . 


FERC 66 The 


* 
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The Senate have an Authority, and Dignity 
e concurrent with the Regal; and to this Body 


| © they owe proper Deference and Regard, and 


« ſhould always be in | ON to . and de- 
« ene Ws © 1 510 5 6 F e | 


; b& The dane Pharer "bf; King was mended 


„ 8 4 Security for the good and virtuous, and 
« az a Terror to the Wicked. It was lodg'd in 


« their Hands, as Avengers of the Wrongs and 
« Injuries ' of their Subjects, Protectors of their 


8 «© Liberties, and oe o N en the 


<1 Been and che Evil. . 
11 will add bur one Paragraph more.: 


« $4 3 408 upr right: * is the Life and 
« Soul of the Ry and the ling Drache of a 
& e ee 6 1191 


. ; 
<P 11 576 


% It is the proper Buſineſs. of ſack: a One: to > be 
the Miniſter of Juſtice, his firſt and greateſt Ac- 
compliſhment to know and diſcern what is true 
« and right. The Laws of his Country are his 
“ only Guile and Direction, to which he will 


« ſtrictly conform himſelf in all his Opinions. 


Proceedings and Sentences. From theſe he will 
* never. vary in the leaſt Point whatſoever; but 
“will give Judgment always as they direct, ac- 
«* cording to the well-known Principles of Juſtice 
“ and Equity. Anger and Paſſion, Hope, Love 
and Affection, Hatred and Malice, and every 
* the leaſt Shadow and Suſpicion of theſe, will be 
“ baniſh'd far off, from every Tribunal and Court 
* of Judicature where he preſides, together with 

1 E « Bribery 
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* Bribery and Corruption, Fear and Terror, Adu 
'$6 lation and F lattery, and whatſoever May obſtruct 
or re wo en Courſe of Juſtios. 727 
oh ' Moſt certain it is, That no Order of Subjedts 

* whatſoever, has contributed more to the promo- 
e ting of Sedition, Strife and Oppreſſion, than a 
$<- Sett of Judges, Who have been of a e 
« _—_ and adulterous Dion. 1 5 


+ DD Dp 
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8. On che ochet hand; By a due or tte * 
4 Courſe of Juſtice a Nation is preſerv'd in Peace WW ,; 
© and Unity. Love & Good - will are every where 
c promoted; Complaints and Grievances, Hatred 
* and Animoſities ceaſe; and a People is raiſed to . 
ce that Pitch of Happineſs, as to fear no Evil, and 
4 to want nothing which 1 is good for them. 


- Aa «„ ͤ JHA 4 avs 1 


Such uſeful, generous Sentiment as "FAY are 
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diffuſed thro? that excellent Work of the noble Au- I 

thor he refers to; and he adds, They cannot be N 

; 00 univerſally known, too frequently inculcated, | 
1 or too deeply radicated in the Breaſts of all 

1 & thoſe, who are Lovers of the publick Inte- - 

I <« reſt; and heartily ſollicitous for i it's $ Preſervation Fi 

| . 2 ene 250 5 (070109) 8 

1. mall now proceed to addreſs 1 my l, 8 

To 'the authorized Enbaſſadrs of te Lord K 

Jeſus Chriſt, + 227 51 ta 


4 


Reverend and dear Bretbren, 0 its, 
It ſhou'd, we well know, be in 2 particular 


manner our great Concern and Endeavour to ne 
| the 
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he Tin: better; and if God will bleſs our faithful 
Labours, Wiſdom and Knowledge ſhall be the Sta- 
bility of our Times, and Strength of Salvation, 
ne. the Fear of the Lord our Treaſure. 


Be we chew ed to 4 our FORT that 
this evangelical Prophecy in my Text may be ful. 
| fill'd in our Day. 


The great End and principal Deſign of our 
Miniſtry, is to teach Men i en, e and 
the Fear of God. 


The Prieft's Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and 
the. People ſhould ſeek the Law at our Mouths, 
for We are the Meſſengers of the Lord of Hoſts. . 


| And if we are deſtitute of the miniſterial Gifts 
and Graces of the Spirit of God, how poorly qua- 
lify'd ſhall we be for this ſacred Office, by which 
we are bro't ſo near to Cod l. 


ge us. mourn. for all the Provocations, We, or 
any of our Order of Men, have given to God, to 
deny his Bleſfing on the Miniſtry and Adminiſtra- 
tions of our Rulers, or our ows ; and by Faith re- 
pair to the great Sacrifice of Atonement for Mer- 
1 cy and Forgiveneſs ; and humbly beg of God to 
} give us that divine and heavenly Wiſdom and 
Knowledge we ſo much need, to qualify us for the 
taithful Diſcharge of our Maniſtry ; and that he 
would make us wiſe to win Souls; and that we 
„way no longer have ſo much cauſe to weep bit- 


e —A Au nuttecns 4 5 
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terly, becauſe of an unſucceſsful Miniſtry ; that 
we labour in vain, and ſpend our Strength for 


nought and in vain. But if we are faithful, our 


judgment is with the Lord, and our Work with 
our God, and we ſhall be glorious in the Eyes of 
the Lord, tho' Iſrael be not gathered, and many 
ſhou'd go on, to receive the Grace of God in vain, 
and even die without Wiſdom, and 'Salvation be 
torever far from them. = 


But let us beg of God, my Brethren, that we | 
may not be ſent to make any blind Eyes blinder, 


and hard Hearts harder, that Men ſhould not con- 
vert and be healed ; but that the Hand of the Lord 
may be with us, and a great Number believe, and 
turn to the Lord, and become his willing and obe- 
dient People 1 in the Day of his Power; that he would 


therefore give to his People every where hearing 


EFars and u nderſtanding Hearts, that they may know 
and increaſe in Wildom, Knowledge and the Fear 
of God; and ſo the Seals of our Miniſtry be mul- 


tiply'd. who ſhall be our Joy and Crown of Re- | 


jolcing in the Day of the Lord, if we may find Mer- 
cy of the Lord in that Day; and after we have 
preached to 1 not be orrſelves Caf-aways. 


May the ani Inſtances of the Death of our 
Brethren in theMiniſtry, awaken our moſt ſollicitous 
Endeavours to get ready for that -awful Day ; and 
the Death of that faithful Servant of the Lord, in a 
particular Manner, whom we lately followed to his 


Grave“; and who was the laſt Meſſenger of the 


Lord of Hofts, to our Civil Rulers on a like Occa- 


The Reverend Mr. PE uliam Melſited 
Non, 
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ſion, and then faithfully declared the Counſel of the 


n unto them. 


4; And may a a gracious God, for the Lord's ſake, 
cauſe his Face to ſhine again on that Sanctuary in 
this Town, in ſuch an awful Manner made deſolate 
by the Death of his worthy Colleague alſo, * bur a 
few Months before him, and who was from one 
Year to another, the Mouth of the Aſſembly, to the 
God of all Wiſdom and Grace, for Aſſiſtance and 
EEO in the weighty Affairs of Government. 


- Help Lord, for the godly Man ceaſetb, for the 
Faithful fail fron n the Children of Men |! 


1 ſhall now cloſe with a Word of Exbortation, 


\Fourthly, and laſtly, To the Body of the People. 
Hearken O People, every one of you |. Hear Coun- 
fel, and receive Inſtruttion , be wiſe and refuſe it 
not, as ever you deſire to ſee better Times. 


Be you now exhorted to ſeek for Wiſdom, Know- 
ledge and the Fear of God; without which we ſhall 
never ſee that Stability of the Times, we are ſo of- 
ten wilung and praying for. 


If our civil . are endow'd with Wiſdom and 
Knowledge, political and divine, and are every Way 
qualified for their exalted Stations, yet if the Gene- 
rality of the People are ignorant and deſtitute of the 
Fear of God, are careleſs and flothful in Religion, 


The Rev. Mr. Ellis Gray, + 1 Kings 22. 28. | 
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and will not forſake their evil Ways, and return to 
the Lord, and the crying Sins they have been ſo 
often warned of, and humbled for, are ſtill abound- 
ing in the midft of them, this will be a ſufficient 
Provocation to a holy God, to withold his Bleſſing 
from their wiſeſt and beſt concerted Meaſures to pro- 
more the Proſperity and Happinefs of their People. 


« Whatever, ſays one, the Advantages are which 
* Rulers have to promote the People's Good, and 
<< whatever Pains they take to improve them, yet 
„ Rulers themſelves are but ſecond Cauſes, and will 
<« fail in their Endeavours, and of their Aims, as | 
„ God ſhall withold his Bleſſing ; and that God 
* oftentimes does, as a juſt Puniſhment of the 
People's Sins. 


„ When any Detriment befalls the State, it is 
* common for the Miniſters of it to bear the Blame, 
% whenas they many Times leaſt deſerve it: For if 
< there be an ungrateful, murmuring, proud Spirit, 
a mutinous, envious and rebellious Spirit, an ir- 
< religious Spirit prevailing among a People, it is 
<< not all the Counſels of the wiſeſt, nor Underſtand- 
ing of the prudent, nor the Conduct of the moſt 
<« ſuffictentMen, that can keep off Ruin from them. 
Such a People may be miſerable, do their Rulers 
what they can. 


N 


It was not King Jeſab's Piety or Prudence 
< ( however at preſent it laid forme kind of Reſtraint 
e upon them) that could divert the approaching 


* lamentable Fate of that ſtubbern, ſinful People 


* he had the Rule of. 
5 « There 
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„There is much of the Succeſs of Government 


I « depending upon the ſuitable becoming Behaviour 


* of the People under it. If they continue im- 
penitent and unreformed, they may look for that 


W awful Judgment, not to have ſtrong Rods for 


Scepters to rule them. Their Sins deſerve it; and 
he Lord has threatned thus to puniſh the Iniquity 


Jof, bis People. When Jſrael had degenerated, 


“ and their Religion was become Formality, and 


their Devotion, Hypocriſy, the Lord ſaith, 7/a. 


4 29- 14. The Wiſdom of their wiſeMen Hall periſh, 


and the Underſtanding of their prudent Men gs 


ze hid. Thus Samuel threatens the People, 
s But if ye ſpall. ftill do wickedly, ye ſhall be conſu- 
* med, both ye and your King. When the L350 
* forſakes thoſe that have the Rule of his People, 
* no wonder if we have cauſe to complain as in 
* Iſa. 3. 12. They which lead thee, cauſe thee to 
* err. But the Riſe of this Miſchief is often in the 
6 Wickedneſs of the Peo ple. So when God left 
David to fin in 5 the People, it is ſaid, 
It was becauſe God's Anger was kindled againſt 


Jl © ret. #** And fo will the Sins of his profeſſing 


People now, enkindle his Anger againſt them, and 
ung yet greater Darkneſs and Diltreſs upon them. 


When a People highly favour'd of God with a 
precious Day of Goſpel- Grace and Advantages for 
getting of Wiſdom, will not hear Counſel and re- 
tive Inſtruction, but deſpiſe Reproof, and will not 
obey the Voice of their Teachers, yea, hate Know- 
edge, and will not chooſe the Fear of the Lord; 

It may be look'd on as a Time of awful Deadneſs 


4 1 Sam. 12425. + 2 Sam. 24. 1. 
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and Degeneracy indeed. And if it be fo with us at 


this Day, yet we are now to hear the Voice and | 
Call of Chriſt the Incarnate Wiſdom of God, in ſuch 
pungent, affectionate Language as that * ; Doth | 


not Wiſdom cry, and Underſtanding put forth: her 
Voice; ' ſhe uttereth her Voice in the Streets; ſhe 


crieth in the chief Place of Concourſe ; in the City 
ſhe uttereth her Words, ſaying,” unto you, O Men, 
I call; and my Voice is to the Sons of Men; O ye 


ſimple underſtand Wiſdom; and ye Fools be of an 
underſtanding Heart. How long ye ſimple ones, 


will ye love Simplicity, and the Scorners delight in 
their Scorning, and Fools hate Knowledge? Turn 
you at my — 9 behole 1 il PO out hy: 


Spirit unto 2 . 


And white Encouragement mee we to ſeek br 
Wiſdom, Knowledge and the Fear of God : I My 


Son, if thou wilt receive my Words, and hide my 
Commandments with thee, ſo that thou incline thine 


Heart unto Wiſdom, and apply thine Heart to 


Underſtanding ; yea, if thou wilt cry after Know- 
jedge, and lit up thy Voice for Underſtanding; if 


thou ſeekeſt her as Silver, and - ſearcheſt for her as 


for kid Treaſures, then ſhalt thou underſtand the 
Fear.of the Lord, and find the Knowledge of God : 


For the Lerd giverh Wiſdom; out of his Month 


cometh Knowledge and Underſtanding. He layeth 

up found Wiſdom for the Righteous ; He is a 
Buckler to them that walk uprightly. He keepetl 
the Paths of Judgment, and Prekerberb the Way of 


his Saints. Then ſhalt thou underſtand Righteouſ- 


neſs and Judgment and Equity, yea every good 


Prov. Sch Ch. wg + Prov. 22, 23 Prov. Ch. zd. 
. - | 5 Path. 
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Path. When Wiſdom entereth into thine Heart, 


and Knowledge is pleaſant unto thy Soul, Diſcretion 
ſhall preſerve thee, Underſtanding ſhall keep thee. 
And in the third Chapter, from the 1355 Verſe, 
Happy is the Man that findeth Wiſdom, and the 
Man that getteth Underſtanding ; for the Merchan- 


| dize of it is better than the Merchandize of Silver, 
and the Gain thereof than fine Gold. She is more 


precious than Rubies, and all the Things thou canſt 
deſire are not be compared to her. Length of Days 
is in her right Hand, and in her left Riches and 
Honour. Her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, 
and all her Paths are Peace. She is a Tree of Life 
to them that lay hold upon her, and happy is every 
one that retaineth her. Exalt her, and ſhe ſhall 
promote thee : She ſhall bring thee to Honour when 
thou doſt embrace her. She ſhall give to thine 


Head an Ornament of Grace, a Crown of Glory 
ſhall ſhe deliver to thee. 


What greater Encouragement can we deſire, 
my Brethren, to ſeek and plead for divine and hea- 
venly Wiſdom and the Fear of God? But yet 
how many, tho' they have now a Price in their 
Hands for getting this Wiſdom, have no Heart to 
it? And are practically ſaying to almighty God, 
depart from us, for we deſire not the Knowledge 
of thy Ways. 


And the Fear of the Lord, i ſo far from being 


their Treaſure, that this World with it's Honours, 


Riches and Pleaſures, is dearer to them, and more 
eſteem'd and valued, than the Favour of God, or 
the Riches of an heavenly Inheritance. 


8 Their 
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Their Time and Tho'ts are fwallow'd up in 
re Purſuits; in adding to their worldly Poſ- 
ſeſſions and Treaſures; and they ſpend their Mo- 
ney. for that which is not Bread, and their Labour 
wh that which ſatisfys not. The Cares of the 
World and Deceitfulneſs of Riches choke the Seed 
ſown in their Hearts, and ſo it becomes unfruitful: 
The Spirit of this World eats out the Vitals of Re- 
bgion. And tho? they may keep up 'a Form of 


| Godlineſs, they are utter Strangers to the Power of 
by RT: their Hearts __ ves. | oP! : 


e we not mae to fear, hat cht Nu mber 
of Fach has been awfully increaſed, and great Pro- 
vocation thereby given to God, to ſcatter Darkneſs 
in the Paths of our Rulers, and to bring us into 
perplexing Straits and Difficulties en many Ac- 


counts, But of which we are not t extricated to this 
Day 2 


The lamentable Degeneracies and Backflidings of 


this People, have been the procuring Cavſes of al 


* Tokens of the divine 0 "th W 


4 ' 
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And! iforhep halt porlift in chem, 158 will lock 


awfully. with reſpett to the Tafliction, not only of 
more. temporal Judgments, but of ſpiritual Plagues 


and Judgments too, which are more to be depreca- 
ted than any other; and we ſhall have reaſon to 


fear chat tlie Lord has caſt many away from hisPre- 
ſence, and tagen his holy Spirn from them, has 
let them alone in Sin, and given them up to their 
own Hearts Luſts, Ant to walk after their own 
Counſel, and will fuffep them to live only to fil 


up the Meaſure of their Iniquities, and to treaſure 
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up Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath, and Revelation 
of the Tighteous Judgraent of God. 200 
inen ent: 00 1851 ft} Enn 1 

But may God of his- infinite: Mercy be teuer 
te us than Our F ears; and by the gracious Influen- 
ces of his Spirit, revive. his Work. in the midſt of 
the Years, and in Wrath temember Mercy for the 


whole Body of this People, in giving Wiſdom, 


Knowledge and the Fear of God to them; that our 
Fleſh may no longer trete for fear of God, and 
have ſo much reaſon to my * of theſe e Judg: 
ments being inflicted on UP.” 


And we ſhall have Rr to 3 hat are not 
yet 9 if this People ſhall be generally ſtirring up 
themfelves'''to engage in the Fear and Service of 
God, to get Wiſdom; and with __ their ane 
to get Understanding. 


N 1! 


And O that all che . 8 the Land were 
wiſe and underſtood this, and would corifider: their 
latter End! This is the affectionate Wiſth-of the 
great God concerning this People; and ſo is that, 
O that there were ſuch an Heart in them, that they 


would fear me, and keep alf my: Commandments 


always, that it mighit be: "well with chem, ans 
their Children forever! e 


4 
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Lot al who ve an Intereſt af the Throne of 
Grace, unite in our humble and fervent Supplica- 
tions to that God by whom Kings reign, for our 
KING in fupreme, and all in fubordinate Places of 


Toa und Truſtt: 
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That our rightful and lawful Sovereign, King 
GEORGE the Second, may be wiſe as an Angel 
of God; that he may be long continued a nurſing 
Father to his Church and People, both at home 
and abroad; and that the PROTESTANT Sucexs- 
$10N in bis illuſtrious Houſe may abide before the 
Lord, and no Weapon farmed againſt it ever proſ- 


And that there may be a Succeſſion of Pulvers 


on the Britiſb Throne, who; ſhall patronize the 
Cauſe of Liberty, and pure Religion, ſo Jong FL 
1 Sun and Moon ſhall endure. 


7 * F 1 
Nee 


That the KING: way be aways Lavout'd: vith 


wiſe ahd faithful Counſellors, and the Things which 
belong to the Nation's Peace not be hid from thoſe 


who are entruſted with their Counſels ; and that in 
their Peace we may have hav | 


KY - 
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That our Randes civil ad ee may 


be continued; that we may never come to know. 


the en of them by oa W ant *h hens; | 


LD * 


That Wiſdom and Knowledge u may bo the Stabj- 


lity of our Times; that GOD would. therefore 


vouchſafe his gracious Preſence with our General 


Aſſembly this Day, in the important Affair before 


them, and in all the public Affairs relating to the 


Peace and e of the Province thro? the 
Year; that all may be over-ruPd to the Advance- 


ment of the Glory of God, and the beſt Good of 


this People; and that the providential Preſence of 
God may ill be as a Wall of Fire round about us, 


and that his ſpiritual Preſence may be the Glory 2 | 
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the midſt of us, and that on all our Glory he 


would create a Defence. 0 4:8 


To conclude, Eo PEER 
Let us pray, That He who dwells between the 
Cherubims would ſhine forth, ſtir up his Strength 
and come and fave his People, and graciouſly ap- 
ar in all our Mounts of Difficulty, and extricate 
us out of all thoſe perplexing Difficulties, our Pro- 
yocations of a holy and righteous God have bro't 
us into; that his tender Mercies may ſpeedily pre- 


| vent us, now we are brought ſo low ; rhat the God 


of our Salvation would help us, for the Glory of 


| his Name, and deliver us, and purge away our 


Sins for his Name's Sake; and that he would make 
us glad according to the Days wherein he has afflic- 
ted os, and the Years wherein we have ſeen Evil. 


That he would therefore pour out his Spirit, 
rain down Righteouſneſs, and revive his Work in 
the Hearts of all Ranks, Orders, and Ages of 
Men, and ſo! prepare this People for further Mer- 
ey and Salvation, even for the Fulfilment of the 
Words in my Text, And Wiſdom. and Knowledge 
ſhall be the Stability of thy Times, and . Strength. of 
Salvation; the Fear of the Lord is his Treaſure : 
And thoſe alſo of the ſame evangelical Prophet *, 
Then ſhall thy Light break forth as the Morning, 
and thine Fealth ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily, and 
thy Righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee, the Glory 
of the-Lord fhall be thy Rere-ward ;, Then ſhalt 
thou call, and the Lord ſhall anſwer ; thou ſhalt 
cry, and he ſhall ſay, Here I am. | 


Chap. 58. 8, 9. * 
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NOW unto the King eternal, immortal and in- 
viſible, the only wiſe God, our Saviour, be 
3 and Majeſty, Dominion and Power for 
ever and 8 I 01 
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; T have once and again had Reference to 
in the foregoing Sermon, was Gavernour San To- 
TAI.L, in his Election Sermon, 3 in che 
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